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OPINION

Augusta’s access to the sea must be protected

By J. Noel Schweers III Asis now well-known, wrong. cargo up Savannah River in So far, the city of Savannah
Guest Colummnist the protections then-U.S. ‘While the Lock and 40 years") in the Savannah has paid $360,000.
Rep. CharlieNorwood Damdeauthorization has Moming News. Inthe article, Columbia County has paid
Augusta’sjoining with the obtained for the Lock and occurred, thereremains ‘which reported the sue- $120,000 and committed
state of South Carolinain Damfrom Congressin2000 an authorized project that cessful barge transport of topay another $60,000
itslawsuit against the U.S. werereversed throughthe should block the anti-Lock- a700,000-pound piece of next year. The amount of
Army Corpsof Engineersisa  clandestine effortsof the and-Dammers’ scherne. equipmenttoPSCNitrogen’s  Augusta’s commitment
very positive development. Savannah Riverkeeper, the 1736, Gen. James Augusta plant, Mr. Lynch is currently unavailable.
Hopefully, thisunited front GPAand the Corps. The Oglethorpe sent a detach- boasted how the trip “dem- However, the city’s website
will encourage the Corps to objective they sought, and ‘ment of soldiersfrom onstrates Savannah's ability discloses multiple payments
reconsider its plan toremove achieved inthe WIIN Act, Savannah toestablish to move super-sized cargo made tothe Riverkeeper for
the New Savannah Bluff Lock ‘was the “deauthorization” Fort Augusta attheriver’s inland via river barge.” He unknown reasons totaling
and Dam andreplace it with a of the Lock and Dam. The navigable limits. At the ‘went on to describe the River $92,702.26 over the years.
big pile of rocks. impact of this ambiguous time, the river was subject as “auseful option whena Giving large amounts of
1 penneda column legal termmust be under- to significant unpredictable cargo’s size and weight com- public funds money toa
Feb. 24 describing the stood i ions. These fluctua- plicate overland transit.” private, nonprofit corpora-
legal history of the battle current plight. tions caused flooding during The SRBA’s channel is tion - which is not subject to
(“Was Augusta's river ‘WhenCongress deter- the rainy season and very important today because regulation or public scru-
input thwartedintention- ‘mines that acivil works shallow areas during dry itusesthe still-repairable tiny - should not bedone.
ally?”), Inaively believed project is worthy of federal spells. This made year-round lock to permit navigation Allowing the Riverkeeper
that the Corps, the Georgia support, it “authorizes” the navigationdifficult. Over the from Savannah to Augusta tocontrol public funds is
Ports Authority (GPA) project tobe eligible for fed- next 200-plus years, many upstream of the 13th Street especially troubling consid-
and our elected officials eral ing. De ization mp Bridge. Thisis the same eringthat, atleast asto the
‘would change course once involves revoking this at great. Oglethorpe’s ‘WIIN Act, the organization
the deceptive back-room approval, and normally these problems. soldiers 243 years ago. In has engaged in direct lobby-
‘maneuveringsinvolved follows a regimented two- Onesuch improvemment an apparent violation of its ing activities. This is despite
ingetting the2016 Water year public evaluationof the ‘wasmade ing the fact that tax-exempt
Infrastructure Improvements ‘merits of the project called and Damwashuit Congess rivers remain navigable, the nrgamzanons are prohibited
for the Nation Act (the WIIN lisposition study, which i il C per in suchactiv-
Act) became public. i it it ing -foot -deep block any navigation on the ities, if a substantial part of
Clearly, that wasnot tobe. After deauthorization, the dmnnelfrom Savannah to congressionally-mandated its activities. However, a
The Corps’ ; project is ineligi i Wlﬂl anill-conceived  determination of the scope
undeterred by such things as federal funds or protection. ﬂmvesselsmum at the time. rock wi of the Riverkeeper’s lob-
public outcry, clear techni~ ‘The calculated actions taken ‘This project was dubbed Whﬂe;tmposmﬂethat bying activities cannot be
calerrors, shame, common to get the WIIN Act provi- Savannah River Below i
senseor the i i i Augusta, or SRBA. Corps, the facts suggest disclosure details were not
of the new law. They appar - deprived us of our ability to 1950, Congressmodi- otherwise. Just last year, two included inits annual tax
entlyintend toignore any object. Infact, the parties fied the SRBA authorization years after the deauthoriza- filings.
facts that do not support their working on the law did not to require the Corpsto create tionlaw, the Corps approved Itis clear that the Corps
ition. even notify the congressio- and msmtmns 9 footdeep, ﬂm Savannah Riverkeeper as ‘must not block the channel,
For example, I wrote the nalrepresentatives for the 90-foot ofalittle- nor takeany actions to jeop-
Cotpsin October to point impacted areas, Rick Allen dmmelfromdowntom knom study to determine ardize its 9-foot minimum
out that the commence- and Joe Wilson, until the Augusta to Savannah, to the feasibility of return- depth, as long as it remains
‘ment of final ing inthe it quietly added supporta renewed interest in ing the river to its original, officially authorized.
Savannah Harbor, without to ucture bill river traffic. As circuitousroute. The Corps We must do everything
simultanecusly commencing d@n‘ned for pssmgeA part of islikely i halt the pro-
construction of an out-of - e Lock the ch; ] was straight - as ajustification for the posed deauthonzanon of
channel fish passage, violated anstm,tlmlwdestof ofthe two- 1. This includes
the court -approved agree- which has been the river year-long Disposition Study, informing our federal
ment to comply withthe 2011 Tonya Bonitatibus, lecture sections. This shortened the ‘which they evaded on the officials that another deau-
National Marine Fisheries thetwo cities Lock and Dam. thorization is unacceptable,
Service Biological Opinion. msdcne deal andweneed to by about 30 miles. It isimportant to know and demanding our local
‘The only response was what get over it. Unfortunately, Nof tsurpnmngty, theOorps that, asthe nonfederal officials cease funding the
appeared tobe aform letter, ﬂmymaybeoorrect, at least ceasedmamt sponsor, the Riverkeeper is Riverkeeper 's feasibility
d interest. astoth pon its oplmm required to pay 50% of the
‘Therefore, whenl discov- 'lhedemthnnunou,me ﬂmt commercial traffic had costof the approximately $3 '[he actions to datemay
ered anothy legal and declined to an extent that il dy. Tk Tevers-
ignoredproblem, I decided scientific experts claim, they shouldbefreedfrom the costis the ible, but p those
i inthis wemust either this burden. Despite this, the Corps. ‘whowish to alter our river,
forum, in the hope that public choose Option A (accepta channel is still a congressio- ‘The Riverkeeperhas ‘without regard to the com-
disclosurewillencouragethe  rock weir that resultsina nally authorized andarelisble  apparently convinced ‘munities’ wishes.
Oorpstoccmplyw]ththe lowerriver lgvel), or Option B ‘mode of transportation. governmental officials in
Vhil may (pony up $2: funda Infact, the GPA’s top man, Augusta, Savannah and The writer is General
notdeterumc«ps, itwill higherwer, whichwill cause ~ Executive Director Griff Columbia County to fund, Counsel for Morris
at least alert themthat we increased flooding, but still Lynch, extolled the river’s or commit tofund, at leasta Communications Co. LLC,
their not maintai ). virtuesina June 11,2016, substantial portion ofher $1.5 the previous owner of The
actions. Fortunately, they are article ("Barge delivers first million share of the project. Augusta Chronicle.

Cancer Center aims to improve physical, mental health

Drs. L Zach the for this habit. Then, theyare hit with soon asthey walkinto the
Tingen fents we serve. Our “TheCancer Centerwants apotentiallylife-threatening ~ room. Many times, it isthe
Guest Cohimnists - the andlife- altering cancer. body language or the looks we
cians, healthpsychologists, rid(factursfurﬂmvadms ‘The study results showed see when we meet the patients
heholidays are here. 'workers, nurses anda for the first time.
Jnssuwosedtobes host ofother support person- ﬂnmmms]aughfestyle ufsbmttwotoﬂweenms However, it is more than
‘happy i isti umnmu,u that. relation-
‘memories that willlasta integrative care. « occurring ship with fents built
lifetime - a time orat ir diagnosis. “The on trust when it comesto
'withparents, siblings, other ‘have shown that patients with their behavioral risk factors time for active management 'making sure the treatment
nily dallof the cancer for getth toinclude of these patients, notjust option is the right one for
friends we make along the psychi: ey iing for from their «each person'sdiagnosis. You
‘way inthis i 3 need ction.” but also their ta i s, you
However, not every person i d they mos ta
iences this so-called receiveholisticcare that inte- behavioral changes wecan and follow-up, isnow,” Dr. the treatment, and youtalk
“holidayjoy” that is sup- grates the mind and the body. ‘make, good mental healthis Klaassensaid. mroughtlmenononsand
posed tostart just before: ‘Weknow there are many alsoa very important aspect Studies h: that can creep
Thanksgiving Day and endfust feelsafter of helping our cancerpatierts elderly, single ar thetreat-
after wering inthe New Year. ‘hearing thewords “youhave handle a cancer diagnosisin at the highest risk of suicide mentpromg Wearehereto
‘And whenyouadda cancer cancer” from their doctor, and the best way possible, Dr. in general. Bladder cancer help our patients get through
diagnosis on top of mental noone wants to wear the label Tingen said. is more commonin this thatin a comprehensive and
it can make of being h ‘none study by Dr. Zachary population. This is why family ‘holistic manner. Part of that
for adisruptiveand distressing cancer. However, it isimpor- Klaassen, aurologic oncolo- support, friend support, process can involve working
situation. tart topay attentiontothe gist at the Cancer Center, he churchsupport - any sup- with amember of the psycho-
However, donot losehope. emotional aspects ofa cancer and his team followed people port structure - oncology by
Ttis OK to talk about your diagnosis as it canactivate or 'withavariety of genitourinary important health Dr.Lance
feelings with family, riends, exacerbate anxiety, depression  cancers, including blad- interms ofhelping patients Evans.
, orother px i dercancer. Overall, bladder get through their Whether -
‘inchuding physicians, cﬁ'nsﬂntmnputmmat cancer does not have as high ‘withagood mental attitude. ing for a surgical procedure,
healthpsydmbgsts andsocial ahigher risk for suicide. asurvival rate as othermore However, justas important chemotherapy, radiation
Earlier thisyear, the Georgia common cancerssuchas is going forward with follow- treatment or a combinationof
Infact it could save your Cancer Center creat breast or prostate. Itisnot up visits mﬁetlmtreatmeut treatments, psycho-oncology
life. role of i of for peopl phaseis finished. canaugment medical care
At the Georgia Cancer cancerp land cancer to Atthe Genr@‘xcamer fonmprovedq\mhtyof
Center, we are building a population health. Dr. Martha l'nveoﬂm'mgomghmlth Center, our life, adapt
robust program aimed at Tingen, who servesinthis problems including diabetes, the ity toassess adjustment andreduction in
improving both i role, heart di ki patients’ mental health as suiciderisk.

BIBLE VERSE

Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with ven-
geance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you. - Isaiah 35:4

QUOTE OF THE DAY

The illiterate of the 21st century will not be those who cannot
read and write, but those who cannot learn, unleam, and relearn.

- Alvin Toffler



